Dignity in Care monthly update for all stakeholders – May/Jun
Updates from the DH Dignity Team

Monthly Key new update
· Here is a link to the latest key news updates, which includes campaign highlights and good practice: 

Dignity Champions monthly update
· Here is a link to the June Dignity Champions newsletter:

Notes from the partnership board meetings

· Link to the meeting notes of the Stakeholder Partnership Board meetings
Dignity in Care Challenge cards

· We have just received our newly printed Dignity challenge cards. They contain the quote below from Paul Burstow MP, our new Minister of State for Care Services.

"Compassion, kindness and respect are the very essence of dignified care. We must make sure these principles are at the heart of everything we do."

· We have already been inundated with request but if you know of anyone who would like some cards please ask them to contact us at Dignityincare@dh.gsi.gov.uk or phone 0207 9724007.

Dignity Networks map
· The Dignity in Care team have added a Dignity Networks map to the website.
· This map is designed to identify local networks that champions are currently involved with and those that others can join. It will also enable champions to support each other in their specialism or local area. 

· Champions across the country use a wide variety of support groups to help them in their role including but not limited to on-line forums, older peoples groups, action learning sets and informal coffee meetings. 
· Networks can be hospital specific, care home organisations, community based or other. There is no limit to the type of network that champions can add to the map as long as they support champions in some way. 

· Please ensure that any networks support group within your organisations or that you are aware of are added to the on-line map, to help support other champions.

B.I.G – Work underway
· Work is well underway on the 12 B.I.G. winners trials/projects. 
· You can still visit the B.I.G. website and offer help, advice to the winners to ensure that they progress well.
Request for updates 

· Please send in details of any reports/conferences/activity days/training etc that are coming up over the next year. They don’t have to be 100% confirmed but rough dates and as much information as possible would be useful.
Recent updates on DH Policy related to dignity in care

Dementia – Horses mouth
· The Dignity in Care Campaign has partnered with the National Dementia Strategy and www.horsesmouth.co.uk to encourage online peer to peer mentoring for people with dementia and their carers.

· Horsesmouth mentors are people with dementia and their carers who are using their personal experiences to help others deal with the challenges of dementia and gain confidence that it is possible to live well with dementia and continue to play an active and useful role in society. 
· We have leaflets and posters to help us encourage people to sign up as mentors and we’d really appreciate it if you could help us promote this. 

Action packs for champions

· We are linking in with various policy areas and interested parties to produce a number of action packs for champions. The six packs will be on:

· Human Rights and dignity 

· Assistance with Eating

· Public champions

· Dementia

· Mental Health - TBC
· Carers - TBC
· We would like to ask you to send us links to any recent work that you have been involved with or you are aware of that would be useful for a Dignity Champion around these subjects. This could be training, promotional material or just useful information on one of the subjects.

· We have already asked you for and received updates around Assistance with eating and some of you attended the Human rights workshop that we held and have sent us further links/information on this subject. All of which was greatly received. 

· The public champion’s action pack will be designed to help give ideas of how champions who do not work in the health or social care sectors can engage with the Dignity in Care Campaign i.e. volunteering, helping a neighbour or even helping in the garden of a care setting. All ideas welcome!
The Big Lunch
· On Sunday 18th July 2010 the community event The Big Lunch is going live, and inviting you to reach out into your community to have lunch with your neighbours - in streets, parks, gardens, car parks - it is completely up to you! The food, decorations and entertainment you can make yourselves, some food you can even grow yourselves, The Big Lunch organisation define Sunday 18th July as "a day to break bread together and put a smile back on Britain's face." 

· The Big Lunch offers a real opportunity to get involved with a one off event which will promote interaction between the local community and both the carers of your organisation and those who are cared for, where every individual can, if they wish, make a contribution and get involved.
